www.photoworks.co.nz  Autocross Challenge

Round up of Round One!

It was an excellent day in Wellington, if you were either a penguin, or a polar bear.  There were four seasons worth of weather, assuming your seasons were rain, sleet, hail, and drizzle.  All accompanied by a Southerly zephyr that reminded you why Brooklyn is such a great area for wind turbines to earn their keep.
27 keen drivers made their way to the Slipway venue, where an extremely technical track awaited them.  Some fast S sections, a sweeper, and a series of handbrake corners that would make the Monte Carlo Rally very jealous.

Seven runs later, past National Autocross Champion Al Groves (Harbour Capital Car Club) lead the field home in his Sti Coupe,  half a second behind him in a Mivec Mirage was Peter Tomlinson (in only his second event with Harbour Capital Car Club).  Loren Brookes in another Sti missed out on second place collecting a time penalty on a run that would otherwise have seen him at the pointy end of the field.

I highly unlikely vehicle for the very tight course rounded out the final spot on the podium with Viv Eden competing in his road car, which is a Subaru Legacy stationwagon.  Get the groceries and run at the front of a competition event, apparently it is possible!

Third through eighth positions were separated by only a fraction over half a second, Webster Gough (HCCC) with the Starlet Turbo in fourth, Geoff Warren (HVMC) in an RS Legacy fifth, Pete Collins (HCCC) in his FXGT  sixth, Leon Cast (HCCC) in a Pulsar Gti seventh, and Sam Duncan eighth in another Sti Coupe.

Some drivers and results worth mentioning are Peter Tomlinson in second overall, is a newbie to the Wellington club racing scene.  Sam Duncan in eighth was running in his debut event.  Sean Chia is a newcomer having come over from a Drift and Drag backround to bring his Civic home in tenth.  It is great to see new guys arriving on the scene and getting such great results.
The series Sponsor Chelles Roberts (HCCC) entered the round in her road car, with her race car being out of action.  Her Corolla developed so much lean that it was nickname the Corroll-over, but even in a very standard Corolla she was the fastest lady on the day.  Cathy Reid (HVMC) brought home her Charade two places ahead of her husband Mike.  Brian Worboys drove the “Roadrat” special all day, despite downpours and hail.  An achievement considering there isn’t a hint of a roof on his homebuilt special.

The marshals were all frozen to their fire extinguishers and flags by the end of the day.  But they’re a hardy lot, and most of them were able to be brought back to live eventually.

The second round of the Photoworks Autocross Challenge is on August 30th.
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Want to book Slipway Track yourself? contact Ben Watson 027-337-5620

