Round # 6 Wrap Up!

www.photoworks.co.nz Autocross Challenge

Brought to you by Photoworks, and Neil’s Wheels

A stunner of a day greeted us at the track!  Even at driver briefing just after 9am it was already a scorcher.
32 keen lunatics were lined up and ready to face the most challenging track that Ben has set for us yet.  The most popular line of the day was “Agh, wrong way!”

Congrats to Ben and Kelly, who had a baby daughter earlier in that week (Jet, short for Juliet).

Al did his very best to throw the event, cracking the radiator in the very winning Sti at lunchtime, which hobbled both he and Webster somewhat.  So Al was “only” able to win by 0.3 of a second, and Webster “only” got fourth.

PC (Pete) had his serious face on, and from before lunch to the end of the day managed to claw back 0.7 of the 1 second that he needed to find to reel back in the Albaru, this left PC in second place overall (first bum dragger class), with a margin of less than half a second back to Sam Duncan who brought his Sti coupe home third overall and second in “Bloody cheaters in jeeps” class.  Geoff brought The Barge (Legacy) home fifth, missing fourth only due to clipping a tyre in his last and otherwise fastest run.  Judging from the shaking hands, that particular corner apparently can’t quite be done with foot planted right to the floor.

Graham Heath pulled out an absolute stunner in his Pulsar, bringing it home second in “bum dragger” class, and sixth overall.  Then came some brilliant drives from lesser known drivers, Jacob bringing the “wrong wheel drive” KP Starlet home in seventh, followed by another Jeeper Cam Garthwaite who traded in his normal position of marshal and scrutineer to launch his drag racing Evo into eighth overall.

Pete Z and Kris Z had the EPIC father and son battle all day in the MR2, complete with sledging, name calling, innuendo, stirring, and basically everything short of actual mechanical sabotage.  In the end Pete’s 157 years of driving experience saw him sneak past Kris by two tenths of a second.  So next time he’s going to be back with an ECU that he can take 20hp out of the MR2 when anyone young is driving it.  Pete being the demon car tweaker, he’ll manage it somehow.
Jeremy was driving his 5k powered KP Starlet to the very edge.  Then a little bit past the edge, and into the tyre wall.  However as he’s been racing that car for nine years now, he does have a spare guard at home.

A pair of very contrasting Honda’s were in hot pursuit.  Eric bringing the beautiful S2000 convertible home less than two tenths ahead of Neil in a City that may not be beautiful, but it does have a great personality (and power that is almost certainly into double figures).

It was a great day out for the senior citizens, as Roger Lyon snuck his Starlet home just ahead of son Jacob in the Datsunator.

Fastest ladies of the day was a heck of a battle, with Sarah “Baked Bean Pilot” Hinder, Amy “the Earthquake made me crash” Stratton, Jilly “Queen of the BBQ”, and Cathy “I can have more fun than ALL of you” all bringing their cars home in that order and all in the same second.  Just to confuse things, Jody was also in that same second and has a girls name.  He isn’t considering trying to run in the ladies class though at this stage.  Perhaps in 2011.

The “Entertainer” (or lunatic) class was WELL populated on Sunday.  Oh lord, where to start.  Guy and Cameron Ombler had massive clouds of tyre smoke pouring out the back of the V8 Commodore (Mum’s car apparently) from start to finish, and only hit the wall once.  Not that it would have been a major deal, as Guy runs a bodyshop anyway (as in repairing cars, not as in “hiding bodies”).  Loren redefined the question “is he SERIOUSLY racing that?” as he chucked the non turbo, super squishy Legacy wagon every which way but loose.  I’m not sure what happened to Mad Mike in the 4AGTE Starlet, but he put in a couple of runs only before he snuck away.  Shane Windley in the very nice Nissan 200SX was showing us how car control worked, putting the Nissan within inches of the cones, completely sideways under handbrake all day long.  It’s a very nice looking car, and he was driving it brilliantly.
We have our end of season prizegiving breakfast at “Café Thyme” at 238 Middleton Road just South of the Motorway on/off ramp.  If you’re keen to be there at 9am *this* Saturday, please RSVP.
Looking forward to 2011 our tentative dates are:

February 6th This is aimed to be a non-championship driver training round, followed by a non points autocross in the afternoon.  Great for introducing newbies, or training those keen to learn. 

March 27th

May 1st
July 10th
August 27th (Saturday day/night event)
September 11th
October 9th
November 13th
So, at this stage we’re looking at seven point scoring rounds, your best six results counting towards the trophies.

Thanks to our many helpers, and sponsors- www.photoworks.co.nz and Neil’s Wheels

Look forward to 2011!
Promoted by Harbour Capital Car Club www.hccc.org.nz
Contact events@hccc.org.nz or

Organisers: Andrew Thomson 0272-605-830, Leon Cast 027-6996-838

Scrutineer: Aaron Tasker 0274-126-582
Want to book Slipway Track yourself? contact Ben Watson 027-337-5620

